
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 5th June 2020 

Dear Children of St Mary’s who are learning at home, 

I hope that you all had a wonderful half-term, I’m sure your parents enjoyed having some time-

off home learning too!! The children who have been attending care provision every day since 

lockdown started really enjoyed the break too. It was really wonderful for the children of key 

workers to get to spend some time at home with their parents as they have been working so 

hard to provide the services and care our communities have required and continue to benefit from.  

We have opened to Year 6 this week and Year 1 will be returning on Monday. We have 

children who have been here since March in every year group too.  It is really wonderful to 

see more children around school again but we continue to miss everyone single one of you. Just 

watch this space as we might be opening for children in the other year groups too very soon but 

the decision for you to attend will be made by your parents. Remember, they will make the 

decision that is right for you and your family.  

A special note to our Year 6 children as it is such a strange time for you. I 

think about you so very much and I am sure you must be worried that we 

won’t get to say goodbye properly. We most certainly will. I am talking to 

advisors about the possibility of holding a celebratory family picnic on our 

field. You could come along with your families and as long as you sit 2 metres apart from your 

friends, you could spend some time together and play some games too. I know that your parents 

have ordered Class 2020 hoodies for you and they’re arranging for a Photobook to be made, 

both very exciting keepsakes, so we will present you with something special in addition to 

remember your time here by. Mrs Lambie and I will say a few words about each one of you as 
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you have been in our care for so many years and we have lots of wonderful things we’d like to 

share with you and your families before you move on to your secondary schools. You are very 

precious to us, don’t forget that and we will make sure you end your time with us in style.  

We are all doing well here and we have quickly got into our new routines and everyone, even 

our youngest children who are just four, are being sensible about the new ways of working 

whilst having lots of fun and learning too. We have all been so impressed by everyone and all 

the children can feel really proud of themselves, they’ve been so grown-up!!. They 

particularly like having their own desks and trays full of new books and equipment. They really 

love the extra PE sessions too! When it rains, they play in the hall with our new Kurling set 

or move about to Just Dance videos on Youtube. You could have a go at home too. Our current 

favourite is the ‘I Like to move it, move it’ routine. The hardest thing about being back together 

is not being able to give each other a hug – I really miss that so much.   

This week each teacher has included a short section about the POD they are looking after. 

Each POD has produced a short overview of what they have been doing and learning this week. 

You might like to have a go at some of things they have been involved in too. Take a good look 

because you might spot some of your friends. I know how much you must be missing each other.  

Take care lovely children of St Mary’s and stay safe. I am so very proud of you all.  

We think you are all absolute stars.  

Hang-in there Kiddos. 

Mrs Griffiths xxx 

A prayer written by Daniel, Year 6 

Dear Lord, 

I am extraordinarily thankful that you are shielding us in these arduous times. 

Thank you for giving fortitude and firmness to all key workers on the front line. 

Please keep guiding those with positions of power with their ruling.  

Please help ease us out of quarantine and open the flood gates of peace across the world. 

Amen  



Communication 

Please contact school if you need any support and we will, just as we have over the last two months, 

return your call immediately and help you all that we can. We can help with home learning issues, 

mental health, learning difficulties, resources or any other area that might be impacting on you, your 

child or your family. We are still your school and we are here to help you if we can. Thank you for all 

your wonderful, warm messages of support and thanks. The staff are all working so incredibly hard 

and with such commitment to keeping the children safe. I am very proud, so it is good to hear that 

you are too. Your emails and telephone messages are very much appreciated.  

 

Dinner Money Payments 

Please be aware that as of 1st of April, Telford and Wrekin have increased the cost of meals to £2.35 

per day.  As you are already aware we will not be taking cash in the office, therefore if you wish you 

child to receive a school dinner you will need to set up an online account with Telford and Wrekin at 

https://www.civicaepay.co.uk/TelfordEstore/estore/default/Account/Login you will be requested to 

set up an account and they will ask for a pupil id number, please ring the office for this information. 

 

                           POD NEWS 
Pod R – Mrs Rushton 

Hello from Pod R! We have had a brilliant first week back at school. All of the 

children came in happily and we have really enjoyed having fun and being back 

together again. 

We have enjoyed our phonics lessons, both outside in the sunshine and inside at 

our tables. 

  

We have been using the Numicon in maths to work out our number bonds to 10. 

https://www.civicaepay.co.uk/TelfordEstore/estore/default/Account/Login


  

We have enjoyed lots of singing and used the glockenspiels to accompany some 

our favourite songs, such as Old MacDonald, The Wheels on the Bus and Baa Baa 

Black Sheep. 

  

 

In PE, we have enjoyed lots of fun games and activities outside and dance 

sessions in the hall. 

   

 

 

 



We have had lots of fun in our outside area too! 

  

 

 

For our Reception friends who are at home, we want to say a big hello and tell 

you that we are really missing you! We think about you all every day and look 

forward to the day when we can all be back together again. Keep up the great 

work that you are doing at home and keep being the fantastic learning 

superstars that you all are.  

 

 

 

 

 



Hello from Pod 2! 
We have had a great start back into 

school. We have been spending lots of 

time outside and taking part in PE. The 

children have really enjoyed gaining 

valuable skills from our highly skilled PE 

coaches! We feel very lucky.  

 

 

We have enjoyed listening to stories 

and taking part in role play. Phonics 

has continued to be a big part of our 

day. We have taken part in a range of 

games and activities focusing on a 

different sound each day. Alongside 

this we have been reading, working 

on our inference and comprehension 

skills.   

The children have enjoyed starting 

our time together in mathematics 

with some place value work.  

 

 



There has been plenty of time left over 

for fun and games on the field. We have 

been taking part in Cosmic Kids Yoga, 

mindfulness sessions and music lessons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are missing you lots and lots. I can’t wait for you tell me 

all about the work you have been doing at home. Keep going 

children. You are amazing!! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Pod 4 would like to say a BIG hello!! 

Pod 4 have had an exciting first week back discussing 

the gooey chocolate in Charlie’s Chocolate factory, 

partitioning and recombining GIGANTIC numbers and 

reading all about 

Captain Tom Moore as 

part of our guided reading! Pod 3 are being 

impressively resilient and extremely responsible 

in this time of change and we have all been 

working extremely hard and we would like to 

share our work with you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Could you write a 

description of your 

favourite fairy-tale 

character using 

similes and noun 

phrases? 

 



Challenge for you! 

 

Could you find out  

what world records 

Captain Tom Moore 

now holds as a  

result of his walk? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POD 5 -Miss Williams 

This week in POD 5 we have been busy getting 

back to work. We have been spending time 

researching African animals in order to 

create a fact file. We have been consolidating 

our understanding of place value during our 

maths sessions and we have written prayers 

during our RE 

sessions.  



We have been having lots of PE sessions to help us to keep fit and healthy and 

have enjoyed going out onto the field for a socially distanced, play during the 

afternoons. Holly and I have been having a competition to see who can do the most 

steps during a school day and Jay has been enjoying the PE activities and the 

lessons. Louise has been enjoying our field 

time, especially playing ‘splat’.  

“Although school is very different, we are 

coming to terms with the new routine, which 

isn’t as scary as I thought it would be.” Jay.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hello from Pod 6 
What a fantastic week at school. Pod 6 has been hard at work, getting stuck 

back into our learning. In our English lessons we have been testing our grammar 

skills and writing non chronological texts about African Animals. The facts we 

have learnt would blow your mind for example did you know the giraffe has a 

heart that weighs almost 2 stone?! 

We are practising our times 

tables every day (five-minute 

frenzy style) Fabian has 

beaten his score by 30 points 

over just 2 days. In maths we 

are planning a geological 

expedition which involves us 

investigating volcanoes, at the 

moment we are working out 

the cost, involving individual 

kit lists and camp kit lists if 

we, as a pod, were going to investigate volcanic measurement.  

Prayer is so important at his time, we have created our own, here is Daniel 

presenting his. 

Our fantastic sports coaches have been so creative to make our P.E lessons fun 

whilst social distancing. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We really hope you are all doing well, make sure you are doing your home 

learning packs. 

Love from  

Miss Carver  xxx 

Hand-washing Help 
 

 

On Thursday morning the community nurses came in to talk to us about 

handwashing. We put a special cream onto our hands which showed up all our germs 

when we placed our hands under a UV light. We then went and washed our hands 

using the correct techniques and returned to the UV lamp to check whether we 

had washed all of the germs off.  



From children working at home.. 
 

 

 

Happy Birthday Cerys. We hope you had a really wonderful day. It was 

Alexandra’s birthday yesterday too xxx 

 

 

Javito produced a wonderful 

powerpoint about the history of the 

Church. Well done you!! I really 

enjoyed looking at it and I learnt a 

lot too. 

 



 What a beautiful sunset painting 

Bethany. Wow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Beautifully put-together powerpoint about the Titanic. Well done Amelia- Rose 

and thank you for my rainbow gift x 

And here’s our gorgeous George out 

on his walk. 


