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Version 2 / July 2020 

Returning to school on Wednesday 2nd September 2020 

Please read this carefully. Thank you 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you are all keeping well.  

Thank you, parents, for all the kind messages of support you have sent us, the small gifts you have sent in the post and 

the cakes too!! Your kindness and generosity are much appreciated.  

Thank you to families at home for working as hard as you have on the two-weekly home learning packs that our teachers 

have created and uploaded on to our website. The positive comments about their usefulness has been helpful. They will 

continue to be available on our website throughout the summer holiday. We have really enjoyed reading the children’s 

written work, looking at the progress they are making in mathematics and we have just loved the topics you have 

completed on such a wide range of history, geography and science projects too. We have been sent presentations about 

the workings of the inner ear, the desecration of the rainforests, climate change and so much more. The artwork 

completed at home has been excellent too. Please continue using our email address, stmarys.homelearning@taw.org.uk, 

to send the work your child has completed at home. We have responded to all the emails we have been sent and we 

have been utterly impressed. Thank you for persevering, we know it has not been plain sailing.  

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Coronation Crescent, Madeley, Telford, Shropshire, TF7 5EJ 
Telephone: 01952 388255  
Fax: 01952 388244 
E-mail: a3357@telford.gov.uk    
http://stmarysmadeley.taw.org.uk 
 

Headteacher: Samantha Griffiths 
Assistant Headteacher: Helen Lambie 

mailto:stmarys.homelearning@taw.org.uk
http://sweetclipart.com/multisite/sweetclipart/files/fleur_de_lis_black_silhouette.png
http://stmarysmadeley.taw.org.uk/
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As you know, our school has remained open since March 23rd. Having contacted all parents to offer them a place for their child at school, 
we opened more widely in June for all year groups and seventy children have attended.  The children settled quickly, and they soon 
adjusted to our new ways of working. We have now been informed that the prevalence of coronavirus (COVID-19) has decreased and the 
NHS Test and Trace system is up and running. With the support of schools, the government are clear about the measures that need to be in 
place to create safer environments within learning establishments, so it is felt that the time is right for whole school opening soon. On 
September 2nd school will be welcoming back all pupils, apart from our new starters in reception.  

As you know, returning to school is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing. Time out of school is detrimental for children’s 
cognitive and academic development, particularly for disadvantaged children. This impact can affect both current levels of learning and children’s future ability to 
learn, and therefore we need to ensure that all pupils return to school.  The risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill from coronavirus (COVID-19) is very 
low apparently but there are negative health impacts of being out of school. We really want to get all children and young people back into education because it is the 
best place for them to learn, and because we know how important it is for their mental wellbeing to have social interactions with their peers. Because we have had 
children in from all year groups for some weeks, we have had the opportunity to practise the new procedures in place to keep your child as safe as possible. The 
procedures are only as good as the people who abide by them and the parents and children alike have been most respectful of the new ways of working. Thank you 
once again. 

Schools must comply with health and safety law, which requires them to assess risks and put in place proportionate control measures. We have had a risk assessment 
in place that has been approved by our Chair of Governors and HSO at Telford and Wrekin Council. This can be found on our website. It will be replaced by one written 
to address the wider implications of opening to more children and it will be uploaded onto our website as soon as possible. If you are anxious about your child returning, 
please refer to the document as it may help you to better understand all the processes that we have in place in more detail.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my staff team. From the very moment we closed and after a few 

unsettled moments, they suspended their own worries and anxieties and have worked so hard and with such 

energy and positivity to keep the children happy and engaged. Despite the ever-changing social guidelines, 

some staff have had and continue to have little or no contact with anyone at all or those beyond their homes 

to enable them to come to school for which I am supremely grateful. Because we are key workers, some parents 

on our staff have not had the choice to keep their children at home. I have observed staff continue to curb their 

social activity and contact with friends and loved ones to keep themselves and this, our school community, 

safe. Our class teachers have worked hard by planning and teaching for their Pods and for producing home 

learning packs for children not in school. The quality of their teaching and learning offer has not been 

compromised by a new timetable and the children in attendance have benefited a great deal from well-pitched 

teaching of the curriculum. I am thankful for my administrators too as they did a wonderful job in contacting 

all parents at the various stages of whole school closure to the opening of care provision and then to the school 

opening for all year groups. There are few schools that have been able to do this in Telford and we could not have achieved it either if it were not for Mrs Evans or Mrs 
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Pryce contacting everyone. Huge thanks to Mrs Evans for working late into the night on occasion to distribute £19,050 in free school meal vouchers to 45 of our families 

and for systematically addressing any issues that parents have had in accessing vouchers.  She has supported other schools to do this for their children in her role too. 

Special and warm thanks to Mrs Lambie who lost her mother to COVID19 in May having lost her father only a few months before. As she has been shielding a family 

member, she has been working at home overseeing the work on transition to secondary schools and she has been contacting all our vulnerable children every few 

days also. We will be so pleased to welcome her back properly in September. Our cooks have been amazing too and they have worked tremendously hard to produce 

tasty hot meals for all our children. Some schools have limited their menu, offering a cold lunch, but the children and staff here have enjoyed spaghetti and meatballs, 

cottage pie, curry, homemade sausage rolls, cookies, and cupcakes. They even did a McDonalds day during care provision and we all enjoyed double cheeseburgers, 

fries and dipping sauces all served in paper bags…the children were thrilled.  

It has been a testing time and there are further challenges ahead, but I could not be more proud of everyone here.  

Please read the following document as it contains so much information about the changes we are forced to make to school life here at St Mary’s Catholic Primary 
School in September. The following list of our new ways of working has been updated so even if your child has been attending school, there is new guidance to be 
aware of. 

Take care everyone and please stay safe. 

Thank you, 

Mrs Griffiths 

Engage with the NHS Test and Trace process 
 
At St Mary’s, we understand the NHS Test and Trace process and how to contact our local Public Health England health protection team. Staff and parents should: 
 
 book a test if they are displaying symptoms. Staff and pupils must not come into the school if they have symptoms and must be sent home to self-isolate if they 

develop them in school. All children can be tested, including children under 5, but children aged 11 and under will need to be helped by their parents/carers if 
using a home testing kit 

 provide details of anyone they have been in close contact with if they were to test positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) or if asked by NHS Test and Trace 

 self-isolate if they have been in close contact with someone who develops coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms or someone who tests positive for coronavirus 
(COVID-19) 

 Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) can and should get a test. Tests can be booked online through the NHS testing and tracing for 
coronavirus website, or ordered by telephone via NHS 119 for those without access to the internet. Essential workers, which includes anyone involved in 
education or childcare, have priority access to testing. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/contacts-phe-health-protection-teams
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/
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The government will ensure that it is as easy as possible to get a test through a wide range of routes that are locally accessible, fast and convenient. The government 
will release more details on new testing avenues as and when they become available and will work with schools, so we know what the quickest and easiest way to 
get a test. By the autumn term, our school will be provided with a small number of home testing kits that they can give directly to parents/carers collecting a child 
who has developed symptoms at school, or staff who have developed symptoms at school, where they think providing one will significantly increase the likelihood of 
them getting tested. Advice will be provided alongside these kits, but we have not yet received them. 

We will ask parents and staff to inform us immediately of the results of a test: 

 if someone tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms like coronavirus (COVID-19), they can stop self-isolating. They could still have another 
virus, such as a cold or flu – in which case it is still best to avoid contact with other people until they are better as we need to keep our community as healthy as 
possible. Other members of their household can stop self-isolating. 

 if someone tests positive, they should follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ and must 
continue to self-isolate for at least 7 days from the onset of their symptoms and then return to school only if they do not have symptoms other than cough or loss 
of sense of smell/taste. This is because a cough or anosmia can last for several weeks once the infection has gone. The 7-day period starts from the day when they 
first became ill. If they still have a high temperature, they should keep self-isolating until their temperature returns to normal. Other members of their household 
should continue self-isolating for the full 14 days. 

 

Attendance 

In March when the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak was increasing, we made clear no parent would be penalised or sanctioned for their child’s non-attendance at 

school. Now the circumstances have changed, and it is vital for all children to return to school to minimise as far as possible the longer-term impact of the pandemic 

on children’s education, wellbeing, and wider development. Missing out on more time in the classroom risks pupils falling further behind. Those with higher overall 

absence tend to achieve less well in both primary and secondary school. School attendance will therefore be mandatory again from the beginning of the autumn term. 

This means from that point, the usual rules on school attendance will apply, including: 

 parents’ duty to secure that their child attends regularly at school where the child is a registered pupil at school, and they are of compulsory school age. 

 schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence 

 the availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ codes of conduct 

Pupils who are shielding or self-isolating 

Most pupils will be able to return to school. You should note however that: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
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 a small number of our pupils will still be unable to attend in line with public health advice because they are self-isolating and have had symptoms or a positive test 
result themselves; or because they are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 shielding advice for all adults and children will pause on 1 August, subject to a continued decline in the rates of community transmission of coronavirus (COVID-
19). This means that even the small number of pupils who will remain on the shielded patient list can also return to school, as can those who have family 
members who are shielding.  

 if rates of the disease rise in our area, children (or family members) from this area, and this area only, will be advised to shield during the period where rates 
remain high and therefore they may be temporarily absent (see below). 

 some pupils no longer required to shield but who generally remain under the care of a specialist health professional may need to discuss their care with their 
health professional before returning to school (usually at their next planned clinical appointment). You can find more advice from the Royal College of Paediatrics 
and Child Health at COVID-19 - ‘shielding’ guidance for children and young people. 

 

 

Bubbles and Social Distancing 

The overarching principle to apply is reducing the number of contacts between children and staff. This can be achieved 
through keeping year groups separate and through maintaining distance between individuals. These are not alternative 
options and both measures will help, but the balance between them will change depending on: 

 children’s ability to distance 

 the lay out of the school 

 the feasibility of keeping distinct groups separate while offering a broad curriculum  

Essentially children kept in the same ‘bubble’ or year group in our case, can have limited physical contact. For younger children the emphasis will be most definitely 
on separating groups, and for older children it will be on a balance of the two approaches. Children will be supported to maintain distance and not touch staff where 
possible, however, there may be occasions when this will happen. Children will be seated facing forward whenever feasible as this reduces the risk of transmission, 
but two pupils will be sat next to each other.  

 

Breakfast and Afterschool Clubs 

Breakfast Club will be open as usual, but children will be sat in their year groups and not together. If you would like your child to attend, they must attend every day 

as we have limited places to 25 due to social distancing measures.  Please ring the office if you would like to reserve a place for your child. Thank you.  

https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-shielding-guidance-children-young-people#children-who-should-be-advised-to-shield
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Dropping-off and Collection 

School will no longer close at 1pm on a Friday. Play equipment on the playground, including the fort, cannot be accessed by children. The school day will be staggered 

to ensure your children can be handed over and collected safely. All children attending school need to be accompanied by an adult to and from school, no exceptions. 

If it is possible for you to come without your partner and other children, it would be most helpful in preventing overcrowding. Please use the gate at the top of the 

bank to enter and the gate off the playground to exit. Please stand on the playground with your child at 2 metres away from others and wait for your child to be called 

in and out to you. This new way of working will require you to be prompt and patient. Please arrive at school on time and do not beckon your child to come to you at 

the end of the day.  

 

Drop-off 

8.40am – Children with siblings in school 

8.55am – Children with no other siblings in school 

 

Collection 

2.45pm – Children with siblings in school 

3pm – Children with no other siblings in school 

 

Uniform, equipment, and belongings 

As you know, your child will need to bath or shower regularly and attend in clean clothes. If your child has long hair, please tie it back to prevent children from 

touching their hair and faces too often. We ask that children come in track suit bottoms, a school tee-shirt and trainers with their school jumper or cardigan 

on top and they will need their coat too. When it is warm, children can bring a hat and please apply sun cream for them before arriving at school. It might be 

helpful to have a cool pack in your child’s sandwich box too as we will not be able to store boxes in the usual manner. Please check that your child eats their 

breakfast as no snacks and fruit can be consumed at breaktime. Children will need a simple, average sized pencil case with their name on it that they will leave 

in school. It should contain colouring pencils and felt tips. We will provide handwriting pens, glue sticks, rulers and pencils. Children will keep their coat on the back of 

their chairs and sandwich boxes with them. They will also need a water bottle that they can open themselves for refilling with their name on it. These will be refilled 

regularly throughout the day but there will be no access to water fountains so this is a must. As all children will be accompanied to and from school by an adult, there 
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is no need for mobile phones in school. Please do not send your child in with any other belongings including bags or their reading books and homework book. There is 

no need to provide anti-bacterial wipes or gel. We have purchased units, like the one in the picture, for every classroom.  Please let the office know if your child is 

unable to use hand gel.  

 

PPE 

PPE is not expected to be worn by our pupils and will not be used by any member of staff apart from those who will be administering 

First Aid. If we feel the medical issue or injury is such that we cannot keep your child in school, we will contact home.  

 

Parentmail/Cashless System 

Due to recent events the school will no longer be accepting any cash payments into the office or classrooms.  To allow this to happen we have 
uploaded all of the uniform for sale onto Parentmail and in future all trips, breakfast club and afterschool clubs can also be paid for on here.  
Therefore, any parents that have not yet signed up for a Parentmail account will need to so.  This is very simple to do please email 
a3357@telford.gov.uk with your consent to be added to the system along with the email address that you wish to use, we will do the rest.  Any 
questions please feel free to contact school via the email address above or telephone between 9:30 and 11:30 each morning. Any payments for 
dinner money have to be paid through Telford and Wrekin council using their online payment system on the following link, 
https://www.telford.gov.uk/info/20028/school_meals you will need an 8 digit reference number to set up your account which you can get by 
contacting the school office who will be happy to help. 

 

Communicating with school 

On your child’s return to school, please let us know immediately if your child has been directly affected by the virus or loss of a 

loved one through COVID19 and will need additional emotional support.   

For all other enquiries please use the Parentmail functions or ring between 9.30am and 11.30am but before you do, please check 

that the information you require has not been communicated in this or other letters we have sent home, all of which will be on our 

website. The office can be accessed if vital but social distancing must be observed so we can only allow one person into the 

reception area at a time. There will be markers outside to enable everyone to safely keep 2 metres apart.  

 

 

mailto:a3357@telford.gov.uk
https://www.telford.gov.uk/info/20028/school_meals
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Break times and Lunch times 

The children will be able to access a hot lunch, but they will eat in their classrooms at their desks. Children will have a full PE session, time to relax when eating their 

lunch and a breaktime each day. Breaktimes will be staggered so only one class goes out at a time. Please do not send you child to school with any 

products containing nuts as we have some children in school who are allergic. Thank you 

Curriculum 

Children will be taught all subjects but contact sports and singing and any other activities that could accelerate virus transmission rates will not take 

place. 

Music Lessons 

We are awaiting information regarding the restarting of music lessons 

School Trips  

School trips that involve travelling in a coach or car will be cancelled. Local trips and visits may take place.  

Staffing 

We must try our upmost not to move adults around school too often so there are changes to the original teaching assistant 

deployment timetable.  

Reception Miss Cockayne 

Year 1 Mr Brown and Miss Harrison 

Year 2 Mrs Hotchkiss 

Year 3 Mrs Edgerton 

Year 4 Miss Johnson 

Year 5 Mrs Adams 

Year 6 Miss Powell and Mr Stevens 
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Toileting and Changing 

Unfortunately, we will not be able to change children if they have soiled themselves. If they are unable to change themselves without adult help, we will ring home 

and ask you to collect your child. Children will be able to access school toilet facilities one at a time and they will sanitise their hands-on entry and exit.  

Cleaning 

School will be thoroughly cleaned each night and there will be intermittent cleaning of surfaces and some equipment. Each classroom has a cleaning itinerary and 

shared equipment will be cleaned regularly too.  

 

 

 

 


