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Christmas has started at St 

Mary’s with the arrival of our 

HUGE Christmas tree. Isn’t it 

beautiful? 

http://sweetclipart.com/multisite/sweetclipart/files/fleur_de_lis_black_silhouette.png
http://www.stmaryscatholicprimarytelford.co.uk/


Year 5 Scientists 

Here are our Year 5 scientists sporting their new laboratory 

coats and making electrical circuits.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year One Trip 

We are all very eager to be able to tell you that our year one 

children will be going on a trip next week!! It is the first trip 

we have had for almost two years so it is very momentous 

and exciting. They are off to Severn Valley Country park. We 

hope they all have a brilliant time.  

You might like to visit with your family too. 

Ten good reasons to visit Severn Valley Country Park: 

1. We provide regular activities for kids, led by one of our team, as well as a safe, fun 
playground for the kids to let off steam. 

2. You can explore the park on one of our self-led walks, cycle paths, or enjoy a horse ride on 
our surfaced paths and public bridleways.  Explore the wider Severn Valley on one of our 
guided walks. 

3. We have a great environment for educational activities for kids including a purpose-built 
classroom. 

4. Our purpose-built easy access trail is designed especially for wheelchairs and pushchairs. 
5. Soak up the wonderful views from the comfort of the visitor centre and enjoy a drink and a 

snack in the Severn Valley Country Park Cafe. 
6. We have lots of family picnic benches scattered throughout the park 
7. Our spring-fed pond has a pond dipping platform that enables children to get close to the 

water’s edge in safety while enjoying the wonder of investigating the species that live there. 
8. A wonderful rural setting along one of the most beautiful stretches of the River Severn, that 

is easily accessible from Bridgnorth, Shropshire and Kidderminster, Worcestershire. 
9. We are built around an old colliery site and have a fantastic industrial history to explore and a 

great mix of habitats from reclaimed land to semi-natural ancient woodland. 
10. Ample car parking including spaces for motorcycles, coaches and Blue Badge Holders. 

 

Staff welcome 

Next week we will be welcoming three new teaching 

assistants to our team – Miss Gibbons, Miss Schofield, and 

Mrs Fairfax. I am sure you will make them all feel very 

welcome. 

 



Advent 

 

In the Catholic Church, Advent is a period of preparation extending over the four Sundays before 
Christmas. The word Advent comes from the Latin advenio, "to come to," and refers to the coming of 
Christ. And the term the coming includes three references: first of all, to our celebration of Christ's 
birth at Christmas; second, to the coming of Christ in our lives through grace and the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion; and finally, to his second coming at the end of time. 

Our preparations, therefore, should have all three comings in mind. We need to prepare our souls to 
receive Christ worthily. 

First We Fast; Then We Feast 

Advent has been called a "little Lent," because it traditionally has included a period of increased 
prayer, fasting, and good works. Although the Western Church no longer has a set requirement for 
fasting during Advent, the Eastern Church (both Catholic and Orthodox) continues to observe what is 
known as Philip's Fast, from November 15 until Christmas. 

Traditionally, all great feasts have been preceded by a time of fasting, which makes the feast itself 
more joyful. Unfortunately, Advent today has supplanted by "the Christmas shopping season," so 
that by the time Christmas Day comes, many people no longer enjoy the feast or even specially mark 
the next 12 days of the Christmas season, which lasts until Epiphany (or, technically, the Sunday after 
Epiphany, being that the next season, called ordinary time, starts on the following Monday). 

 



The Symbols of Advent 

In its symbolism, the church continues to stress the penitential and preparatory nature of Advent. As 
during Lent, priests wear purple vestments, and the Gloria ("Glory to God") is omitted during Mass. 
The only exception is on the Third Sunday of Advent, known as Gaudete Sunday, when priests can 
wear rose-coloured vestments. As on Laetare Sunday during Lent, this exception is designed to 
encourage us to continue our prayer and fasting, because we can see that Advent is more than 
halfway over. 

The Advent Wreath 

Perhaps the best-known of all Advent symbols is the Advent wreath, a custom that originated among 
German Lutherans but was soon adopted by Catholics. Consisting of four candles (three purple or 
blue and one pink) arranged in a circle with evergreen boughs (and often a fifth, white candle in the 
centre), the Advent wreath corresponds to the four Sundays of Advent. The purple or blue candles 
represent the penitential nature of the season, while the pink candle calls to mind the respite of 
Gaudete Sunday. The white candle, when used, represents Christmas. 

Celebrating Advent 

We can better enjoy Christmas—all 12 days of it—if we revive Advent as a period of preparation. 
Abstaining from meat on Fridays or not eating at all between meals is a good way to revive the 
Advent fast. (Not eating Christmas cookies or listening to Christmas music before Christmas is 
another.) We can incorporate customs such as the Advent wreath, the Saint Andrew Christmas 
Novena, and the Jesse Tree into our daily ritual, and we can set some time aside for special scripture 
readings for Advent, which remind us of the threefold coming of Christ. 

 

Holding off on putting up the Christmas tree and other decorations is another way to remind 
ourselves that the feast is not here yet. Traditionally, such decorations were put up on Christmas 
Eve, and they would not be taken down until after Epiphany, in order to celebrate the Christmas 
season to its fullest. 



Thank you email  

Dear children of St Mary’s Catholic 

Primary School, 

We want to say a huge thank you for 

paying in your wear it pink 

fundraising! 
  

  

The £285.74 you raised will go such a long way in making our life-

changing breast cancer research and care happen. We couldn't do 

what we do without amazing people like you, and we're so grateful for 

your support. 

 

We'll be sending your fundraising certificate out soon, so keep an eye 

out for this in the coming weeks! 

    

Thanks so much again for your support. 

 

Warmest wishes, 

    

Summer, Abi and Amy 

Your wear it pink team 

  

  

  

  

 


