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Libraries Week  

Up and coming FREE and exciting events that you are welcome to join in with at the library at the 

town centre.  Book your free tickets on line at Telford & Wrekin Libraries event tickets from 

TicketSource. 

 

National Poetry Day 5th October  

We will be having a focus in school on poetry 

on Thursday 5th October as part of National 

Poetry Day  

We will be encouraging children to share they 

favourite poems on Thursday, please talk to 

your children about your favourite poems, 

either as you were growing up or now. Poetry 

is all around us in the songs we hear and the books we read. Have fun with this, can you try talking in 

rhyme to each other, rap a verse or two over dinner, can you spot the rhymes in adverts, or on 

poster?   

To find more great ideas for exploring poetry with your child visit: 

 Poetry tips, books and games for children | Words for Life 

Reading at Home 
 
At St Mary’s, we do our upmost to develop a love of reading. We encourage pupils to choose books 
that are appealing, spark interest and progress their reading skills. Reading at home, which is closely 
monitored regularly by teaching staff, compliments the reading curriculum. Adults in school listen to 
children read regularly and pupils' reading levels are tracked. Pupils are expected to bring their reading 
diary and reading books into school every day. 
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The Reading Raffle is embedded in all year groups and supports participation through the awarding of 
tangible rewards for effort at home. Each pupil has a written record of reading at home and we 
encourage dialogue between home and school. With the balance of reading for pleasure and having 
access to texts that are appropriately balanced, we strive to develop competent and resilient readers. 
  
 Tips for listening to children read: 
 
Allow children to develop a flow which may take a few moments of reading aloud and ask questions 
about the text to ensure children have understood what they have read: 

● Repeated reading is the practice of having a child read the same text over and over until 
their reading is fluent and error-free.  
● Echo reading - model how to read parts of a text – segmenting phrases and using intonation and 
the prosody of reading. Adult reads and then the child echoes the reading back. 
  

To develop independent readers: 
 
● Ensure a child holds their own books and turns the pages themselves. They need to be active 
readers and not passive; 
● Ensure a child is able to follow the text independently (please don’t point to the words unless 
necessary); 
● Use phonic knowledge to support reading unfamiliar words and try not to jump in too quickly 
with a word; 
● Give children strategies for tackling longer words – for example discuss content for fluent readers 
and root words / breakdown longer multi-syllabic words; 
 ● Discuss the meaning of words to ensure the story can be understood; 
● Ensure children are pronouncing proper nouns correctly; 
● Direct children to other books which they would possibly enjoy. 
 

We hope you will support us in encouraging reading at home. It really does make a huge difference 
and the pleasure in getting lost in a good book is something we want for all of our children. 
  
Happy Reading! 
 



Year Group Reading Examples & Expectations 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 

  
  
 

 

 



 

Date Activity Notes 

28.09.23 Freshwater Theatre Company with 
Year 6 

 

03.10.23 Year 1 Trip Severn Valley More information to follow 

09.10.23 Parents Open Afternoon 3.25-4.40pm 

17.10.23 Harvest Festival Please donate non-perishables for the 
local foodbank. 

20.10.23 Wear It Pink All children to wear pink or something 
they feel special in. £1.00 contributions 
please. 

26.10.23 St Mary’s Day More information to follow 

27.10.23 Children Break Up for Half Term  

6.11.23 Test my Best Day Children of all ages can enter our termly 
competition by entering a craft, some 
baking, or some art. There are great 
first, second and third prizes and 
certificates for all. This term’s title for all 
crafts is ‘Remembrance’.  

10.11.23 Remembrance Day Poppies and snap bands will be on sale 
prior to the day. 

10.11.23 Flu Vaccine Rec to Year 6 More information to follow 

13.11.23 Anti-Bullying Week starts 
Odd socks day 

Children to wear odd socks 

16.11.23 Year 4 Trip Grosvenor Museum More information to follow 

20.11.23 Year 6 Cosford Trip More information to follow 

01.12.23 Advent Activity Day- Darkness to 
Light 

More information to follow 

05.12.23 KS1 Christmas Performances More information to follow 

07.12.23 KS2 Christmas Performances More information to follow 

14.12.23 Christmas Dinner  

20.12.23 Year 6 – Height and Weight   

21.12.23 Children break-up for Christmas  

22.12.23 PD Day  

08.01.23 PD Day  

09.01.23 Children return to school  

 

 


