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Advent — Preparing Our Hearts for Jesus

Advent is a very special time in the Catholic Church. It is the season of
waiting and preparing for the birth of Jesus at Christmas. At school, we are
helping the children reflect on the meaning of Advent through prayer, song,
and acts of kindness.

We encourage families to continue this journey at home. Here are some
simple activities children can take part in to grow closer to God during
Advent:

Lighting the Advent Wreath: If you have an Advent wreath at home, gather
together to light the candles each week and say a short prayer as a family.

Daily Kindness Challenge: Encourage your child to do one small act of
kindness each day—helping at home, sharing with a sibling, or saying
something kind.

Advent Calendar of Prayer: Instead of chocolate, create a calendar with a
short prayer or Bible verse for each day.

Nativity Scene: Set up a crib or nativity set at home. Children can add
figures gradually, saving baby Jesus for Christmas Eve.

Family Reflection Time: Read a short passage from the Bible together (such
as Luke 2:1-20) and talk about what it means.
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Charity and Giving: Invite children to donate a toy, book, or food item to
those in need, reminding them that giving is part of preparing our hearts
for Jesus.

Advent is not just about waiting. It is about preparing with joy, hope, and
love. By taking part in these activities, children can deepen their faith and
experience the true meaning of Christmas.

Breakfast Club — Booking Ahead

We are pleased to let you know that from now on, you can book places for
Breakfast Club up to a term in advance. Please note that all bookings are
non-refundable, so do check your dates carefully when making
arrangements.

Christmas Break

A reminder that school will close for the Christmas holidays on Thursday
18th December and we return on Monday 5t January 2026.

Pyjama Day

To celebrate the end of term, children are warmly invited to come to school
in their pyjamas or in their own clothes on the last day of term.

Please remember:

« Children must wear sensible footwear suitable for school activities.
. Slippers are not permitted for safety reasons.

We look forward to a fun and cosy day together as we finish the term.

Christmas Carol Concert

We warmly invite you to join us for our Christmas Carol Concert on
Thursday 11th December at 2.45pm.

. If you need to collect your child between 2.45pm and 3.15pm, please
do so before the concert begins.

« Children should come dressed warmly in hats, scarves, and coats, as
we will be outside.




We look forward to celebrating together with music and festive cheer.

Christmas Dinner — Wednesday 17th December

We are delighted to share that our school Christmas dinner will take place
on Wednesday 17th December.

Children are warmly invited to come dressed in something that makes
them feel special, whether that’s a favourite outfit or a festive Christmas
jumper.

It will be a joyful occasion for our school community to come together,
enjoy a delicious meal, and celebrate the season.

Parish Afternoon Tea

Yesterday we enjoyed a well-attended parish afternoon tea. Father joined
us, and our school choir sang beautifully for everyone present. It was a
joyful occasion that brought our parish and school community together.

Staff Update

We are sorry to share that Mr Morgan will be absent until the end of term
following an emergency operation on his eye. We wish him a smooth
recovery and keep him in our prayers.

Closing Reflection

As we prepare for Christmas, let us remember the joy of coming together
as a community, whether through song, prayer, or shared moments. Thank
you for your continued support and partnership in making St Mary’s a place
where children flourish.

With blessings,

The St Mary’s Team




Dates for the Diary

Date

December

Thu 11 Dec

Family Christmas Carols Celebration— All welcome

Fri 12 Dec

Year 1 & 2 Christmas Party — Afternoon in the hall. Children to wear
something they feel special in.

Mon 15
Dec

Year 5 & 6 Christmas Party — Afternoon in the hall. Children to wear
something they feel special in.

Tue 16 Dec

Year 3 & 4 Christmas Party — Afternoon in the hall. Children to wear
something they feel special in.

Wed 17
Dec

Walk to Church Service
Christmas Dinner. Children to wear something Christmassy

Thu 18 Dec

Last Day of Term

Fri 19 Dec

Staff Training Day — School closed to pupils

Mon 5 Jan

Return to School




