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St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School Reading Policy





Vision & Intent for Reading
• Core aim: Guided by our Catholic mission to help every child flourish as a unique child of God, we strive for every child to become a fluent, confident reader by age 7.
• Reading is placed at the heart of our curriculum, recognising it as a God‑given gift that opens children to learning, communication, imagination, and an appreciation of God’s world. Through reading, pupils encounter stories of faith, hope, love, and human dignity and are open to fantastical imaginary worlds, alongside non-fiction text that broaden children’s knowledge and understanding.  
• Our school aims to nurture:
o A lifelong love of reading, inspired by curiosity, wonder, alongside the richness of God’s creation.
o Independent, reflective readers, who think deeply. Also allowing them make connections with Gospel values.
o A rich and purposeful vocabulary, developed through speaking and listening that celebrates each child’s voice and supports their ability to articulate truth with confidence.
o Deep comprehension, strengthened through thoughtful discussion, questioning, and strategies that encourage pupils to seek meaning and wisdom.
• Pupils read widely and experience diverse, inclusive texts that reflect the global community, celebrate human dignity, and encourage empathy and compassion.
• Staff model a joy for reading and strive to create a reading culture shaped by Catholic virtues: perseverance, curiosity, respect, and a love of learning.
2. Implementation Overview
Phonics & Early Reading
· Systematic phonics via Read, Write, Inc from EYFS to KS1.
· Daily phonics sessions; additional small-group interventions ensure no child falls behind.
· Phonics continues into KS2 where needed.

Assessment
· Baseline phonics assessment in EYFS/KS1; half‑termly progress checks.
· Struggling readers get timely, targeted intervention.
Weekly Reading Structure (Improved)
· Day 1 – Expert Teacher Read
The class teacher models expert reading by sharing the selected text from the year group’s reading list. This session focuses on expression, fluency, and developing pupils’ understanding of how skilled readers approach a text.
· Days 2–3 – Discrete Reading Skills
Children are explicitly taught key reading skills (such as vocabulary, retrieval, inference, prediction, and summarising) linked to the shared book. Each chapter is re‑read together to deepen familiarity, build fluency, and strengthen comprehension.
· Day 4 – Comprehension Task
Pupils complete a structured comprehension activity based on the week’s reading. This enables them to apply the taught skills independently and demonstrate deeper understanding of the text.
· Day 5 – Reading in RE
Time is dedicated to reading within Religious Education, allowing pupils to encounter Scripture, sacred stories, and faith‑based texts that enrich their spiritual understanding and support the Catholic life of the school.
Whole-Class Reading
1. One core text read daily using a three-phase model: 
0. Build background knowledge
0. Dig deep into meaning
0. Apply understanding across texts
1. Focus on retrieval, inference, prediction, summarisation, comparison.
Vocabulary Instruction
· Explicit teaching of root words, prefixes/suffixes, synonyms, contextual meaning.
· Daily reinforcement across subjects.
· Dictionary use develops from KS2 onwards.
Class Reading for Pleasure
· Daily uninterrupted reading sessions.
· Exposure to a wide range of genres and authors, including classics.
· Theatre visits, author visits, Bookfest activities, library trips.
Home Reading
· Strongly encouraged with Bookfest challenges, book-banded books, Purple Mash library access, parent workshops, and a lunchtime reading club.
Text Selection
· Carefully curated by teachers and English subject lead.
· Decodable books in EYFS–KS1, progressing into colour-banded and free-reading choices.

3. Curriculum Impact
· A community of enthusiastic, confident readers.
· Pupils take risks, discuss ideas openly, and show strong comprehension.
· Attainment in phonics, EYFS, and KS2 is in line with national standards.

4. National Curriculum Progression (EYFS → Year 6)
The document provides detailed year‑by‑year progression for:
A. Reading Knowledge
· Decoding:
· EYFS: Letter–sound recognition.
· Year 1–2: Fluent phonic decoding; exception words; multisyllabic words.
· Years 3–6: Morphology & etymology (roots, prefixes, suffixes) to decode unfamiliar vocabulary.
· Text Familiarity:
· EYFS: Retell stories.
· KS1: Fairy tales, predictable language.
· KS2: Myths, legends, modern fiction, classics, culturally diverse texts; recognise themes and conventions.
· Poetry & Performance:
· Build repertoire; recite poems; perform with intonation, tone, expression.
· Word Meaning:
· KS1: Discuss meanings, favourites.
· KS2: Use dictionaries; explore word classes and nuances in meaning.
· Understanding:
· EYFS: Ask questions to clarify.
· KS1–KS2: Check sense-making continuously, infer meaning in context, explain ideas clearly.
· Authorial Intent:
· Year 3+: Discuss language, structure, presentation.
· Year 5–6: Evaluate figurative language, impact on reader, purpose of authorial choices.

B. Reading Skills
Includes detailed progression in:
Range of Reading
· Growing exposure to fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction, reference books.
· Increasing ability to compare texts, link ideas, and understand purpose/structure.
Inference
· Year 1: Simple inference (based on actions/words).
· Years 2–6: Infer character feelings, motives, themes; justify inferences with evidence.
Prediction
· EYFS: Anticipate events.
· KS1–KS2: Predict based on stated/implied details; refine predictions as reading develops.
Non-fiction
· Year 2: Introduction to text structures.
· Years 3–6: Retrieve, record, present information; distinguish fact vs. opinion.
Discussing Reading
· EYFS: Use new vocabulary when talking about stories.
· KS1–KS2: Participate in discussion, build on others’ ideas, recommend books, debate viewpoints, justify opinions.

C. Vocabulary & Comprehension Strategies
Students learn to:
· Use prior knowledge to make sense of texts.
· Continuously monitor understanding and take steps to regain meaning.
· Ask effective questions to deepen comprehension.
· Skim, scan, and read closely depending on purpose.
· Annotate texts and extract key information.
· Understand figurative language, themes, narrative structure, presentation features, and author choices.

5. Higher-Level Analytical Skills (Upper KS2)
By Year 6, pupils can:
· Evaluate texts’ effectiveness and structure.
· Distinguish between fact, opinion, and author viewpoint.
· Interpret figurative language, atmosphere, mood, and implied meaning.
· Compare texts across genres, cultures, authors, and media.
· Use reading to support research, presentations, debate, and reasoning.
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